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Charles Camble (Campbell), of Captain Christian's company, 
was the father of General William Campbell, of King's Mountain. 

Captain John Willson, afterwards Colonel, represented the 
county for twenty-seven consecutive years as a member of the 
House of Burgesses. 

Captain John Smith became a prisoner in the hands of the 
Indians, in June, 1756, was taken to New Orleans, and from there 
to France, where he was detained for some time. An act of 
Assembly, passed in 1765, allowed him ^83. 13. 9., his pay while 
a prisoner. He was the ancestor of the late Judge Daniel Smith, 
of Rockingham, and Col. Benj. H. Smith, of Kanawha. 

Robert Renick, of Captain McDowell's company, was killed 
by Indians, in 1757. 

I am sorry to have to report that, at May court, 1746, Edward 
Boyle, of Captain Buchanan's company, was sentenced to be put 
in the stocks for two hours and to pay a fine of twelve shillings, 
for damning the court and swearing four oaths. 

Jos. A. Waddell. 
Staunton, October 5, 1900. 



An Unwritten Chapter in the Early Life of Mary 
Washington. 



By Dr. G. W. Beale, Heathsville, Va. 



The mother of General Washington, as all the world knows, 
was Mary Ball, youngest daughter of Captain Joseph Ball, of 
Lancaster county, Va. , and only child of his second marriage 
with a widow Johnson. Much obscurity has rested on this Mrs. 
Johnson — her maiden name, parentage and history after Captain 
Ball's death. Indeed the only clew to her identity as far as is 
known has been a single clause in Captain Ball's will of June 25, 
1711, naming "Eliza. Johnson, daughter of my beloved wife." 
Within a few weeks of the date of the above will Mary Ball's 
father died, leaving her fatherless ere she had attained her fifth 
birthday. Despite the accounts of her biographers and the 
fictitious letters that have entered into them the succeeding years 
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of her life until her marriage on March 6, 1 730, were mainly 
spent in a Northumberland home to which she was taken within 
a year of her father's death. This was brought about by her 
mother's marriage for the third time, to Capt. Richard Hewe, a 
vestryman of St. Stephen's parish and prominent business man 
in the above county. Her mother had had by her first marriage 
two children — John and Elizabeth Johnson — who became the 
close associates of her youngest daughter, and who appear to 
have held her in tenderest affection. 

The shadow of death that had fallen on the home of Mary 
Ball in Lancaster also descended swiftly on the one in Northum- 
berland, Capt. Hewes having died within a year after his marriage 
to her mother. His inventory was filed March 17, 1713, by his 
" widow Mary Hewes." Numerous entries in the Northumber- 
land records, during the succeeding seven years, show the enter- 
prising and business like character of this mother of the most 
eminent of American women. 

In the summer of 1721, Mrs. Hewes died, and on July 29th, 
of that year, her will was placed on record. The present writer 
having discovered it among the Northumberland archives has 
faithfully transcribed it. It is seldom that in a document of the 
kind maternal affection, having other and older children to share 
its bequests, so concentrates itself upon a youngest daughter, 
and she a child of thirteen summers. Perhaps of all the tributes 
laid at the feet of Mary Washington none has been more heart- 
felt or significant of her worth than the legacies of her mother's 
last will and testament, written as they were all unconsciously of 
her future distinction. 

Mrs. Mary Hewes will is as follows: 

In the name of God Amen, the Seventeenth Day December 
in the year of our Lord God one thousand seven hundred and 
and twenty. I, Mary Hewes of St. Stephen's Parish, Northum- 
berland County, widdow, being sick and weak in body but of 
sound and perfect memory, thanks be to Almighty God for the 
same, and calling to mind the uncertain state of this transitory 
life and that the flesh must yield unto Death, when it shall please 
God to call, Do make and ordain this my last will and Testament. 

First, I give and bequeath my soul [to God] that gave it me, 
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and my body to the Earth to be buried in Decent Christian burial 
at the discretion of my executors in these presents nominated, 
and as touching such Worldly estate which it hath pleased God 
to bestow upon me, I give, devise and dispose of in the following 
manner and forme. Imprimis. I give and devise unto my 
Daughter Mary Ball one young likely negro woman to be pur- 
chased for her out of my Estate by my Executors and to be de- 
livered unto her the said Mary Ball att the age of Eighteen years, 
but my will is that if the said Mary Ball should dye without 
Issue lawfully begotten of her body that the said negro woman 
with her increase shall return to my loving son John Johnson, 
to him, his heirs and assigns forever. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto my said Daughter Mary 
Ball two gold rings the one being a large hoop and the other a 
stoned Ring. 

Item. I give unto my said Daughter Mary Ball one young 
mare and her Increase which said mare I formerly gave her by 
word of mouth. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto my said Daughter Mary 
Ball sufficient furniture for the bed her father Joseph Ball left her, 
vizt: One suit of good curtains and fallens, one Rugg, one Quilt, 
one pair Blankets. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto my said Daughter Mary 
Ball two Diaper Table cloths, marked M. B. with inck, and one 
Dozen of Diaper napkins, two towels, six plates, two pewter 
dishes, two basins, one large Iron pott, one Frying pann, one 
old trunk. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto my Said Daughter Mary 
Ball, one good young Paceing horse together with a good silk 
plush side saddle to be purchased by my Executors out of my 
Estate. 

Item. I give and bequeath unto my daughter Elizabeth 
Bonum, one suit of white and black callico, being part of my 
own wearing apparel. 

Item. All the rest of my wearing apparel I give and bequeath 
unto my said Daughter Mary Ball, and I do hereby appoint her 
[to] be under Tutiledge and government of Capt. George Esk- 
ridge during her minority. 
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Item. My will is, and I do hereby oblige my Executors to 
pay to the proprietor or his agent for the securing of my said 
Daughter Mary Ball her land Twelve pounds if so much [be] 
due. 

Item. All the rest of my Estate real and personal whatsoever 
and wheresoever I give and devise unto my son John Johnson, 
and to his heirs lawfully to be begotten of his body, and for de- 
fault of such Issue I devise the same unto Mary Ball and her 
heirs lawfully to be begotten of her body, and for default of such 
Issue I give and Devise the said Estate unto my daughter Eliza- 
beth Bonum, her heirs and assigns forever. 

Item. I do hereby appoint my said son John Johnson and 
my trusty and well beloved friend Geor. Eskridge Executors of 
this my last will and Testament and also revoke and Disannul 
all other former wills or Testaments by me heretofore made or 
caused to be made either by word or writing, ratifying and con- 
firming this to be my last Will and Testament and no other. 
In witness whereof I have hereunto sett my hand and seal the 
Day and Date at first above written. 

The mark and seal of Mary /// Hewes. Sig. (Seal). 

Signed, sealed and Published and Declared by Mary Hewes 
to be her last Will and Testament in presence of us. 

The mark of Robert X Bradley. 
The mark of Ralph X Smithurst. 
David Stranghan. 

The son, John Johnson, named as joint executor in the fore- 
going will, did not live to fulfill the filial and pious duty com- 
mitted to him, but died near the same time that his mother did, 
and his will was admitted to record on the same day that her's 
was. The first bequest made in this document seems to indi- 
cate the affectionate regard in which he held Mary Ball. It is 
thus expressed: "Imprimis. I give and bequeath unto my sis- 
ter Mary Ball all my land in Stafford which my father-in-law 
Richard Hewes gave me, to the said Mary Ball and her heirs 
lawfully to be begotten of her body forever." 

The surviving executor of Mrs. Hewes' will, Major George 
Eskridge, was an eminent lawyer of Westmoreland county, 
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whose seat, called " Sandy Point," was situated on the Potomac 
shore, near the mouth of Yeocomico. Two of his daughters 
married and settled near the Washington home. It was in all 
likelihood, that as a ward of Major Eskridge and through the 
above relationships and not whilst visiting in England as some 
maintain, Mary Ball formed the acquaintance and association 
which led to her marriage to Augustine Washington and subse- 
quent eminence in the country's annals. 

The daughter, Elizabeth Bonum, named in the above will, 
was the wife of Samuel Bonum, whose will, probated in West- 
moreland county, February 22, 1726, also contains an item be- 
queathing "to my sister-in-law, Mary Ball, my young dapple 
grey riding horse. " 

When it is recalled that Captain Joseph Ball had left to his 
daughter Mary ' ' 400 acres of land in ye freshes of Rapp" 
river," which she held in addition to her brother's bequest, it 
will be seen that the future mother of our first President was 
fairly well endowed with Virginia real estate. From the number 
of riding horses which it is now in evidence she owned in her 
youth, it would seem that the equestrian fame of her distin- 
guished son was his rightful inheritance. 



THE BANK OF THE UNITED STATES. 



Petitions of Virginia Cities and Towns for the 
Establishment of Branches, 1791. 



(From originals in the collection of the Virginia Historical Society.) 



[The Bank of the United States was incorporated by act of 
Congress, approved by President Washington, February 25, 
1791. The bill was the subject of long debate and the cabinet 
was divided on the question of its constitutionality; Jefferson and 
Randolph giving opinions against it, and Hamilton in its favor. 
The legal existence of the bank terminated in 181 1, and Con- 
gress refused to renew the charter. It can not be ascertained, 



